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It is with immense pride and joy that I extend a warm greeting to all entrants, participants, 

viewers, and supporters of this esteemed event.  Over the past five decades, our society has 

grown and flourished, nurturing a vibrant community of watercolor artists and enthusiasts 

from around the world. This yearôs exhibition is a testament to the resilience and creativity 

of our artists. LWS had a total of 169 artists submitting 350 works. These artists              

represented 7 countries, 33 U.S. states with 122 accepted. The works displayed here reflect 

a diverse range of styles,  techniques, and themes, showcasing the incredible versatility of 

watercolor. Each piece tells a story, offering us a glimpse into the artistôs world as they in-

vite us in to a part of their world and what inspires them. 

A special thank you to our juror, Kathleen Giles, AWS, NWS-M who faced the daunting task of selecting from an 

array of exceptional submissions.  Your expertise and discerning eye have helped shape an exhibition that truly             

celebrates watercolor excellence. 

Our journey to the 54th exhibition has been marked by dedication, collaboration, and a shared passion for        

watercolor.  I want to express my deepest gratitude to our members, sponsors and volunteers whose                      

unwavering support has made this event possible. Our Board: Your leadership and vision have been the     

backbone of our society. Special thank you and appreciation to: 

§ Peggy Kirby ï 1st Vice President and International Exhibit Chair: In addition to these roles, Peggy has taken 
on the task of Tech Chair, which involves keeping up with membership, assisting our web developer in creating our new 
website and braving MailChimp to keep our society members informed. Your tireless attention to detail has helped us 
keep our eyes on the goal and ensured the success of this exhibition.  

§ Chryl Casso Corizzo ï Publications Chair: You were tireless in your efforts to roll out this catalog while publishing 
our newsletters, handling our social media content, and promoting our many activities. You make it seem effortless and 
we are deeply grateful for your dedication and hard work.  

§ Emily Efferson ï Recording Secretary: Your coordination of the group viewing of the international virtual       
workshop at the Art Guild of Louisiana provided an enriching experience for those who chose to participate as a group.  

§ Claudia LeJeune ï Treasurer: Your meticulous management of award donations and ribbons is much appreciated.  
Even in the midst of losing a loved one, you persevered and ensured that award ribbons and checks were prepared.  
Your strength and dedication did not go unnoticed. 

§ Theresa Beaubouef Miller ï Programs: Thank you for taking the extra time to check and recheck each painting 
submitted to ensure that the prospectus guidelines were followed.   

§ Suzanne Shumate ï Director at Large, Baton Rouge: Thank you for preparing the Signature and Master         
Signature certificates for the event.  Your willingness to step up and take tasks off others add up to a significant amount 
of time. It has been a great help to our society.  

§ Our Sponsors and Donors: Your generous support has been instrumental in bringing this exhibition to life. We are 
deeply grateful for your commitment to the arts and your belief in our mission. 

§ Our Volunteers: Your hard work and dedication throughout the year and behind the scenes ensure the smooth      
running of this event. We could not do it without you. 

 

Thank you all for joining us in celebrating the beauty and power of watercolor. We hope that the exhibition 

leaves you inspired and moved. As we look to the future, I am filled with optimism and excitement for what lies 

ahead. Together we will continue to foster a thriving community where creativity and artistic expression can 

flourish. Enjoy the exhibition!                                                                      

Tracy Hebert, LWS President 
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Jurorôs Statement 

 KATHLEEN S. GILES AWS, NWS-M  

 
 

I was honored to be asked to be the workshop instructor and                                                

juror for your watercolor society. It was a joy to see the wide      

range of subject matter and so many impressive paintings. It         

is like a peek into the minds of all the artists. 

It is always difficult to exclude paintings but I could only          

accept a certain number of works. I had many years of painful             

rejections when I first started entering national shows.  Instead 

of quitting,  I tried to learn from them. I studied the work of 

more successful present day artists. I found that just studying             

paintings helps me to develop my eye. I could quickly see if    

something wasnôt drawn correctly and could more easily judge 

my values. I realized that my subject matter wasnôt as               

interesting or thought provoking as paintings that won awards.  

I have learned that it is best to paint subjects from your own life 

and experiences.  

Competition is tough, especially in art where everything is so subjective. I feel that it is healthy to be 

challenged through competition to paint your best and to continually strive to grow and learn. As a   

juror I look for paintings that have a balanced composition 

held together with a strong value pattern. Whether they are 

realistic or not doesnôt matter.  

The work that rises to the top has originality, great value and 

color. I am always drawn to a painting that tells some kind of 

story. I also need to find the work appealing to me personally.  

If your work wasnôt chosen, keep painting! If you didnôt win 

an award, it was because there were other paintings that I 

found more appealing for the reasons I stated. I still get       

rejected from shows myself and try to use the pain to          

motivate me into being more creative. Best of luck to all        

of you and remember to enjoy the creative journey.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

Kathleen  
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Life is a Portrait of a Young Musician,                

a watercolor by Kathleen Giles 



2024 FIRST PLACE AWARD 

I am very proud to have won the First Place Award in your annual watercolor competition. 

This is a commission piece for a gentleman who wanted a record of some of the items in his personal     

collection. The range of sizes of the items created a composition challenge, the largest being a cigar 

box and the smallest being a key fob. The same was true of the wide variety of colors, textures and   

finishes in the items. An unusual challenge was the clientôs wanting smoke rising from the cigar. 

I am a realist watercolorist. I start by setting up the still life and taking a lot of photographs. I add   

and subtract objects until a composition begins to present itself. Then I twist and turn the objects      

to get the best light on each item. I usually select three photos that I believe will make an acceptable 

painting and then let the client make the final selection. I send the client progress photos during the 

painting process so that there are never any surprises. Commissions give me the opportunity to paint 

objects to which I would otherwise not have access. 

Laurin McCracken AWS, NWS, LWS 
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A Very Personal Collection                                         

Laurin McCracken LWS / Fort Worth, TX                  

28 x 40 / NFS 
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SECOND PLACE AWARD    

THIRD PLACE  AWARD 

Impression of Angkor ï Bayon Temple No. 3                                        

Liu Yang / Weehawken, NJ                          

29.9 x 41.7 / $11,300 

          

Prayer                                        

Zhou Tianya / China                                           

22 x 15 / $3,000 

          



HONORABLE MENTION 
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PRESIDENTS  AWARD 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Cecileôs Satsumas                                       

Tracy Hebert LWS / Port Allen, LA                          

16 x 27 / $4,500 

          

Sunset Harmony                                       

Lynne Kroll LWS-M / Parkland, FL                               

15 x 21 / $600 

          

His Passion                                       

Lyudmila Tomova LWS/ Cary, NC                          

18 x 24 / $1,600 

          



BYRON LEVY   

MEMORIAL AWARD 

WEIMER CONGEMI  

MEMORIAL AWARD 
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LARRY CASSO  

MEMORIAL AWARD 

MONICA BISHARA  

MEMORIAL AWARD 

Out of My Depth                                        

Lana Cease / Port Charlotte, FL                               

30 x 20 / $2,390          

Sunshine of the Cold Forest                                       

Yan Liang LWS / China                                              

31 x 21 / $10,000 

Catching the Light                                        

Chris Krupinski LWS-M / Maineville, OH                               

30 x 22 / $5,000 

Legendary Cindy Wilson of the B-52ôs                                       

Jackie Dorsey / Athens, GA                               

36.75 x 24.5 / $4,000 



MERIT AWARD 
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Sparkling Water on the Rocks                                        

Jane Fritz / Las Vegas, NM                               

21 x 14 / NFS          

MERIT AWARD 

MERIT AWARD 

MERIT AWARD 

Past Remembered                                        

Diane St. Germain LWS-M / Slidell, LA                               

14 x 18 / $1,200          

Voyage of Imagination                                       

Matthew Bird / Sykesville, MD                               

22 x 29 / $6,300          

Fly High Our Julie                                        

Suzanne Accetta / Birmingham, AL                               

11.5 x 17.5 / NFS          


