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From the President 
Welcome to the 56th International Exhibition of the   

Louisiana Watercolor Society!    

Last year a dear friend gave me the best-selling novel, Monaôs Eyes, by Thomas Schlesser. 
A grandfather takes his granddaughter Mona to one Paris art museum to view one      
painting once a week. Part art history, part inspirational fiction, the story drives home the 
difficulty in appreciating art with just a passing glance. This year 77 artists gave us a    
passing glance at just one of their masterpieces. The LWS 56th Annual International        
Exhibition hung for three weeks at Place St. Charles, not nearly enough time to research 
and appreciate these 77 works. We can only surmise the story and the meaning the artists 
poured into their creations. In these pages, we offer a second glimpse. Perhaps one or 
more paintings will inspire you to see the work anew, as the old man does - through 
Monaôs eyes. 

 

I congratulate the artists (representing 21 states and 5 countries) who were juried into the 56th Exhibition and 
the award winners selected by Judge Matthew Bird AWS, NWS, TWSA. Judging an exhibition is a weighty task 
indeed, but Matthew chose winning pieces that surely meet the strictest criteria.  
 

I have now served almost two years as President and two as Vice President, yet I still do not feel that I have a 
grasp of just how much work goes into producing the LWS International Exhibit. This is a selfless effort executed 
with love by a team of volunteers. One Board member, Chryl Corizzo, decided that it would be nice if everyone 
could see their painting in situ, so she filmed every piece. Another,  Monissa Lewis, took it upon herself to film 
the reception ceremony for those who couldnôt attend. Those are just two of the unplanned activities that went on 
behind the scenes to make the exhibition a success. My gratitude is immense. Your LWS Board members are  
selfless, giving, creative individuals who promote the beauty and joy of watercolor. Non-profits thrive because of 
people with their generosity of spirit.  
 

§ Melanie Long LWS, 1st Vice President and Exhibit Chair, oversaw all aspects of the exhibit - planning, venue arrange-
ments, shipping, delivery, volunteers, hanging, awards, judge logistics, and the reception. Karen Ranatza, 2nd Vice    
President, performs all these same tasks for our member exhibits and volunteered to greet guests at the International 
reception.  

§ Claudia Lejeune LWS, Treasurer, continues to manage all our exhibit finances, including the newer issues brought about 
by changes from payment processors and an updated website. Emily Efferson LWS, Recording Secretary, keeps track of 
all board decisions. When we need to clarify what happened when, who is doing what, or how an exhibit rule applies, 
Emily knows where to find it. Joleen Schiller LWS, Corresponding Secretary, keeps us connected with members and 
donors. Her beautifully hand-written thank you notes exemplify just how much we appreciate all who support LWS. 

§ Kathy Miller Stone LWS-M, Installation Chair, and her team of volunteers, hang the international and member exhibits. 
She is not satisfied until she has found the best lighting, color harmony, grouping, and position for each painting. Tracy 
Hebert LWS, Immediate Past President, did the pre-planning for the exhibit. She and her husband, Dean, are fixtures at 
installation and the reception - setting up panels and tables, hanging, tagging, lugging in supplies, and welcoming       
everyone. Carol Creel LWS-M, Workshop Chair, organized the judgeôs workshop that accompanied the annual            
exhibition - contracting, receiving and disseminating workshop materials, and arranging for refreshments.  

§ Suzanne Shumate LWS, Director-at-Large, maintains member records and tracks progress toward signature status. She 
helped automate the tracking process and personally prints signature certificates. Don Reggio, Director-at-Large,      
organizes paint-outs throughout the year for members and community partners. 

§ Monnisa Lewis, Technology Chair, operates mentally and physically at nano speed. In less than a year, she and our tech 
contractor guru, Lane Downs, automated nearly all the processes that we had done either by hand or with outdated     
technology for decades. Chryl Casso Corizzo LWS, Publications Chair and Acting Programs and Publicity Chair, is nearly 
single-handedly responsible for producing this catalog, four quarterly newsletters, and near-daily Facebook posts. I   
believe Monnisa cloned Chryl because no human can do all of this. (One of the clones also shows up to help at every 
event while the other is home typing away.) 

§ Finally, I thank the many volunteers (and co-opted husbands) who always show up to help with the heavy lifting.  
 

These are just a sampling of all the individual contributions that become LWS ï an organic, blossoming, evolving 
idea to give water media its long-overdue, preeminent place in the world of art. Take part in all that LWS has to 
offer. Together let us appreciate water media art through new eyes. Look carefully at Ken Callôs moody 1st Place 
painting, This Seat is Taken! Brilliantly composed, it exudes a message of aloneness and exclusion. Itôs a         
masterful painting, but I want to suggest a different bench, one that says, ñCome, sit, talk, create. Join us.ò 
 

We thank you all for sharing in this annual event and look forward to seeing you in 2027                                        
where our Juror and Judge will be the inimitable Iain Stewart LWS-M, AWS, NWS. 

 

tŜƎƎȅ YƛǊōȅ-tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ  
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Jurorôs Statement 

 MATTHEW BIRD, AWS, NWS, TWSA 

Iôd like to thank the Louisiana Watercolor Society for the privilege 

and honor of being the juror for the 56th Annual International    

Exhibition. Working with this amazing group has been a joy and 

pleasure.  

When it comes to watercolor, I donôt believe there is a right              

or wrong way to use the medium. A well-rounded show is more    

interesting to me than seeing the same thing over and over, so I 

tried to put forth an exhibition that showcases the wide range of  

talent working with the medium today.  

When I judge a show I look for all the ñbonesò of a solid painting: 

concept, composition, color, value, and drawing. These are arguably 

the more objective fundamentals. On the subjective side, I 

acknowledge that paintings can resonate differently from one      

person to another; every artist and viewer brings something         

different. Regardless of style, if there was something unique          

expressed or a fresh perspective, I took note.  

As a fellow artist, I am very familiar with the highs and lows of the creative journey we are on. If you 

were not selected for the show, or did not win an award, donôt be discouraged long. Iôve had a painting 

rejected from a top exhibition, only to go on and win best of show in the next. If you were recognized, 

enjoy the moment! Then get back to the studio and challenge yourself to do something better. I          

encourage everyone to persevere, and use your creative talents to reveal the truth and beauty found all 

around us.  

It is a humbling task to sit in judgement of my fellow artistsô work; their perspectives and talent are 

unique to each of them. No doubt another juror would award different selections, but itôs clear that all 

the paintings make this an excellent show, and all are to be congratulated.  

I thank everyone on the board, and the volunteers 

that work tirelessly behind the scenes. You are the 

unsung heroes that make shows like this possible!  

 

Respectfully,  

Matthew Bird, AWS, NWS, TWSA 

нн о Confectioners Shelf, a watercolor by Matthew Bird 



2026 FIRST PLACE AWARD 

In February of 2023 I was invited to go on a photo safari to Havana, Cuba. Our first day there we 

spent the afternoon at Hamelôs Alley, a well known spot for locals to perform for the tourists. I am   

always looking for unique, well designed, artistic impressions to capture and this one stood out to me. 

I was fascinated by the contrast in color and shapes, especially the reflected light on the homemade     

converted hot tub, now a bench. Add the Lady in red whoôs story is her friend got up to dance and is 

left to save her spot till done!  

KEN CALL AWS-DF 
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This Seat is Taken!                                         

Ken Call / Northbrook, IL    22 x 28 / $5,000 
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SECOND PLACE AWARD    

THIRD PLACE AWARD 
Cuppa Limon                                        

Chris Krupinski LWS-M / Downington, PA                          

30 x 22 / $6,500 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Scary Stuff 6                                        

William Hook / Davidson, NC                               

14 x 11 / $1,000 

          

Temple of Apollo-Rome                                        

Iain Stewart LWS-M / Opelika, AL                          

14 x 10 / $1,400 

          



HONORABLE MENTION 
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PAST PRESIDENTSô AWARD 

 

Itôs All Relative                                        

Tracy Hebert LWS / Port Allen, LA                          

21 x 17 / NFS 

          

Rhythms in Shadow                                        

Suzanne Accetta / Birmingham, AL                                   

16 x 10 / $950 

          

MONICA BISHARA  

MEMORIAL AWARD 
On the Move                                        

Linda Vanek LWS-M / Houston, TX                                     

20 x 20 / NFS 

          



BYRON LEVY    

MEMORIAL AWARD 

WEIMER CONGEMI  

MEMORIAL AWARD 
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LARRY CASSO  

MEMORIAL AWARD 

Keeper of Early Dreams                                        

Coral Ye Chen LWS / Canada                                                    

15 x 22 / $2,200 

Cherries in Repose                                        

Carol Creel LWS-M / Baton Rouge, LA                                                                               

15 x 22 / $2,000 

Different Corner                                        

Antoeneta Georgieva LWS / Seattle, WA                               

23 x 17 / $1,800          



MERIT AWARD 
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Wash Line, Tuscany                                        

E. Jane Stoddard LWS-M / East Amherst, NY                              

16 x 21 / $2,200          

MERIT AWARD 

MERIT AWARD 

MERIT AWARD 

Across the Fjord                                       

Jane Fritz / Las Vegas, NM                                    

21 x 14 / $1,500          

Ripples, Pass Christian                                        

Chryl Casso Corizzo LWS / Mandeville, LA                               

8 x 10 / $600          
Kim                                        

Setsuko Ohara LWS-M / Canada                               

20 x 16 / $1,300          


