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Exhibition Memories 
 

46th Annual International Exhibition                Reception May 2016 at Place St. Charles  

           
                Exhibitors  at the opening reception                                                                 LWS President Karen Stakelum and new Signatue member Denice Ducote LWS 
 

                
Matthew Bird, Honorable Mention       Cheri Fry LWS, Honorable Mention                           Herb Willey                                                             Terri Dakmak 
 

          
            Cheryl Coniglio                                              Jean Snow LWS                                           Diane Newman                                           Odie Tucker 
 

                                                                                                                                                                              Thanks to Reachel Mayeur for providing photos. 



President’s Corner 
    

    

 
      Karen Stakelum LWS 
                 President 
 
 
 

 

Dear Members of LWS, 
  
Well it has been a fast two years that I have served as president of Louisiana Watercolor Society.  I 
am so grateful to have had the honor of heading what I consider the best group of watercolorists in the 
country and beyond.  Our membership consists of dedicated artists, professionals and hobbyists, who 
have talent and skills that impress the world!  I am always amazed at the number of places in the 
world that have heard of LWS.  Our annual International Exhibition fosters not only spirited 
competition but friendship and goodwill to the artists of other countries and our own United States of 
America.  I am very proud of our accomplishments. 
  
If I leave this office with any advice for our members it is this:  Be true to your own self when 
painting.  Use your knowledge that you have learned in workshops and through observation, but when 
you sit down to paint your own work, trust your instincts.  Please do not copy anyone else's work.  Do 
not use images that you find online or in magazines as your composition.  Use your own 
photographs.  Eventually, you will develop what I call 'your own hand'.  This is the intangible but 
very real entity that will shine through in any painting created by you.  Others will be able to look at 
your painting and know who painted it without even reading the signature.  It is a magical thing when 
that happens!  To create an identity using only paper, paint, a brush and your brain is almost a 
miracle!  So go out and create those miracles.    
  
Thank you for letting me serve as president and I hope to see you in our shows!   
 

Members Meeting  
 
Presentation by William “Dak” McInnis 
 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 18, 2016, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Location: Bluebonnet Library  
9200 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge   
 
Meetings are open to all members & their guests. 

Bring a friend. 

 

 

Golden Artist Colors Demo   
Learn about Golden paints including the new line of 

QoR watercolors. 

 
Date: Thursday, Oct. 27, 2016, 10 a.m. until noon 

Location: Bluebonnet Library  
9200 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge   

 

 

Elections 
 

2016-2017  Slate of Officers 

 

     President:  Louise Hansen  
     1st Vice-President: Shirley Doiron    
    Corresponding Secretary: Rita Congemi 
     Recording Secretary:  Claudia Lejeune 
     Treasurer:  Monica Bishara LWS 
     Board Members at large:  
     Christine Diggs, Diane Newman, Joette LeBlanc 
 

     Past President:  Karen Stakelum LWS 

 

 
Elections will be held on September 18.    
There will be no nominations from the floor.  The term of 
office is one year.  With the exception of the treasurer and 
secretaries, all officers and board members-at-large may hold 
a position for two consecutive years. 

 



46th Annual International Exhibition Sponsors 

 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS! 

GOLD ($1000+) 
Place St. Charles 

 
SILVER ($500+) 
Friends of LWS 
 

 
BRONZE ($250+) 
American Frame 
Blick Art Materials  
Chevron 
Jack Richeson & Co., Inc. 
Weimer Congemi  Foundation 
Rick and Jeannie Wilke 

 
MERIT AWARDS  
Degas Pastel Society  
Georgia Watercolor Society 
Watercolor Society of Alabama 

FRIENDS of LWS 
 

 
Sylvia Arb, Judi Betts LWS, Monica Bishara LWS, Raymond Calvert, Susan Copping LWS, Christine Cozic LWS, 
Pamela Fritch, Joan Higgins, Lou Jordan LWS,  Susan Martin, William “Dak” McInnis,  Laura Mitchell LWS, Karen 
Stakelum LWS, Kathy Miller Stone LWS-M, Veronica Thomas, Linda Van Wooten , Rick & Jeannie Wilke 
 
Be a Friend of the LWS:  

Your gift to our 501c(3) non-profit organization is tax deductible.  Contact LWSart@yahoo.com  for details. 

 
 

 

NEW FALL Workshop  
 
Five Steps To More Expressive Watercolor Painting 
with Diane C. St. Germain LWS 
 

Date:   Oct 4 – 5, 2016 (Tues & Wed), 9 AM to 4 PM 
Fee:  $120 non members, $100 members.  Pay in full. No refunds 
Location:  LAAG Studio, 2490 Silverest Ave. 
                   Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
Limited class size:  10 minimum/17 maximum 
 
To sign up, register online or mail a check(made out to LWS) to 
Workshop Chair,  Joette LeBlanc.   
9555 Redman Lake Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA  70817  Questions?  LWSart@yahoo.com  
 
Pay in full at time of registration. 
 

 

 

About Diane:  Painting for Diane is not an act of simply reproducing the subject or scene.  It's the excitement of 
really seeing, with the artist's eye.  She has received many honors for her paintings including Best of Show for 
the LWS 2015 Juried Member Show and the top award in the LWS  2008 International Exhibition.  To see more 
of her paintings, visit Diane's web site. 
 

Workshop Description:  
 
Diane C. St. Germain, LWS, will present a 2 day workshop with the objective of encouraging participants to 
express themselves in their paintings from start to finish. Her five step approach will focus on the “why” of 
painting the subject, as well as, the technical aspects of expressive watercolor painting. She will guide 
participants to discover the most pleasing arrangement of shapes and values in order to start with the best design 
for their painting. Attention will be given to decisive brushstrokes, edge and paint quality, color choices, and 
most importantly, when to end the painting before overworking it.  
 
 



Workshop Memories 
 

Paul Jackson takes landscape painting to a new level. 
 

 

     
 

                   
 

                                             Paul Jackson   
                                                                                                       Thanks to Reachel Mayeur, the LWS photographer, for providing the photos. 

 

           

A Word of Warning:  Do Not Fall in Love with your Workshop Painting! 
 

 Every year when LWS sponsors workshops, we get a great response from our members and sometimes from others who 
aren't members but just want to take our classes.  Inevitably, the question pops up from workshop participants concerning 
the paintings that were started or completed in the workshop:  "Can this painting be presented in one of our shows?" 
  
The answer is always a resounding NO!   
  
Workshop paintings are like textbooks.  You can use them in the class and even at home, but you wouldn't want to read 
them for pleasure!  There is a whole host of reasons why we are not to use workshop paintings for display in the Louisiana 
Watercolor Society shows, some of which I will outline: 
  
1.  Displaying a painting in an LWS show that was in a workshop is simply not allowed.  It is assumed that participants in 
a workshop are there to learn tips, technique, composition, paint application and other subjects that the teacher has on his 
or her agenda.  They have a tacit agreement with the teacher or workshop leader that they will not competitively display in 
a watercolor show whatever they are painting in the workshop.  It's simply classwork.   



 2.  We do not want to be accused of plagiarism in any way, shape or form, when we display our work.  Using classwork 
created and painted under the supervision of a teacher can become derivative very fast and pave the way for copying.   
  
3.  The workshop teachers are hired by art groups to impart knowledge and perhaps demo how they put paint to paper.  
They look out at the class and see all those faces eager to learn, waiting for instruction and anxious to start their own 
paintings.  The teachers become very reluctant to tell the participants 'no' when they ask questions about entering work in 
shows.  After all, they are there to teach their lessons.  They are not there to arbitrate rules of ethics for displaying work.  
Therefore if a workshop teacher states that you cannot enter your workshop painting in a show, but suggests you go back 
to your own studio and try to reproduce it, he or she may not want to hurt feelings or sound scolding.   
  
4.  However, our teachers are all not familiar with every society's rules and regulations and LWS has strict standards 
regarding work done in a workshop.  You cannot go back to the studio and re-do your workshop painting.  You cannot 
reproduce the image that the teacher has brought for you.  You cannot display a painting done in a workshop that a teacher 
has even laid eyes upon because she has probably given you advice on what to do, even if he or she did not specifically 
address your painting. 
  
5.  Participants in the workshops walk around and see what everyone else is doing.  It's just part of the fun of the class to 
do this.  If you think that you can enter something painted or copied from a workshop discreetly, think again!  Everyone 
who is in the workshop with you will know your painting and if they see it hanging as your entry for an LWS show, they 
will know with certainty that you accomplished it under supervision in that particular workshop.  These paintings always 
get 'found out' and are inevitably eliminated from the competition by the guidelines committee.   
  
6.  Speaking of that, LWS has set up guidelines for our members to follow when entering competitions.  (Our three 
shows:  Spring Member Show, Fall Juried Member Show and the Annual International Exhibition.)  The guidelines are 
the same for all three of our shows.  They will be listed in our regular newsletters that you receive with your membership.  
Please read them.  They are important! 
  
7.  Finally, we tend to take the workshops of our watercolor 'idols'.  We love certain artists' works and finding out that 
they are coming to teach brings great joy and anticipation knowing that we will see them demo and show us their stuff.  
Although you have fallen in love with a particular teacher's style, please do not be tempted to paint like the teacher.  Your 
work will always be a poor reproduction of your idol's work!  I use this analogy:  I love the way Marilyn Monroe looked.  
Her beautiful face was framed with perfect blonde hair and set off with ruby-red lips.  If I stood in front of my mirror and 
tried to recreate Marilyn on my own face, I would look like a clown.    
  
So be mindful of your idols' paintings. Observe them. Learn from them.  And when you sit down to do your own 
composition, use your own 'hand'.  Create your own style.  You will be so happy when people recognize your work as 
your own.   

 

Karen Stakelum LWSKaren Stakelum LWSKaren Stakelum LWSKaren Stakelum LWS    

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    
    

Member News 
 

Carol Creel LWS  won First Place at the New Orleans Art Association Pirates Alley Exhibit and Honorable Mention in 
Watercolor Society of Houston's International Show. 
 
Terri Dakmak's painting was been selected for the official 2016 Louisiana Earth Day poster. 
 
Betsy Neely received a Merit Award for her watercolor “Beach Family”, which was juried into the Tom Peyton Memorial 
Arts Festival. Her painting “French Quarter Workday” was juried into the Brush With Burden show and received 
Honorable Mention. 
 
Laurie Goldstein-Warren LWS was awarded First Place in the Northwest Watercolor Society’s 76th International Open 
Exhibition and Best of Show Award in the Texas Watercolor Society’s 67th National Exhibition.  She will also be 
featured in the upcoming Splash 18 by North Light Books. 



Chris Krupinski LWS won 3rd place in the 2016 GWS National Exhibition. 

 Pat Dispenziere LWS had a watercolor juried into the Western Colorado Watercolor Society 24th National Exhibition.  

The Morris Museum in Augusta, GA will present a selected part of Rolland Golden's Ogden Museum Exhibition, 
opening August 11, 2016 thru October 31, 2016. 
 
 

2016 Status Update 
 
New Signature Members 
 
Jansen Chow LWS 
Walt Costilow LWS 
Denice Cyrex Ducote LWS 
Laurie Goldstein-Warren LWS 
Bruce Little LWS 
Kim Minichiello LWS 
 
 
 

 

 
Active 2 
 
Sally Baker 
Claude Carretta 
Marsha Chandler 
Terri Dakmak 
Mollie Jones 
Kay Stern 

 

 
Active 1 
 
Heike Covell 
Emily Efferson 
Patrick Faile 
Robbie Fitzpatrick 
Anne Hightower-Patterson 
Susan Keith 
Chin Chian Lee 
Diane Newman 
Lynn Schilling 
Richard R. Sneary 
 

             Congratulations to the new signature members! 

Reminder:  Dues must be paid annually to maintain Active status. 

 
 

 

 
Signature Membership: 
 

Signature status is granted to members after 
acceptance in three (3) International Exhibits, 
provided annual dues have been paid continuously 
since the first acceptance.  
 

The new Masters Signature LWS-M may be 
applied for after acceptance in ten (10) International 
Exhibits.  Check the web site for application form and 
further details.  
http://louisianawatercolorsociety.org/membership/  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Membership Form:  Due in January 
Mail to:   1327 Notting Hill Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70810  

Name:________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________  
City: ____________________________________ State: _______  
Zip: _____________Home  Phone: _______________________ 
Cell phone_______________________________ 
E-mail address: ______________________________________  
Send my newsletter to this email:  ___________Yes 
Web site:___________________________________________ 
Do you want to be listed as a teacher?_______ (Provide details.) 
____________________________________________________ 

Annual Dues: 
 ___New $30   ___Renewing $30     ___International $35 USD  

 
                Volunteers are needed.  How would you like to help? 

    ___Exhibits ___Hospitality ___Publicity 
___Newsletter___ Programs ___LWS Board  

 

Include me in mailing lists requested by art related companies  
that support LWS. ___YES ___NO  

Signature:___________________________Date:_________  
 

 

 

 
CALENDAR 
Sept. 18: Members Meeting at Bluebonnet               

Library in Baton Rouge 

Oct. 27:  Golden Artist Colors Demo at 

Bluebonnet Library in Baton Rouge  10 a.m. 

until noon 
Dec. 1:  Paint out at Houmas House 
 
 

 

  *Newsletter Deadline:  Aug.. 1, 2016 
Send news to LWSart@yahoo.com 
 or LWS, 1327 Notting Hill Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70810   
 
 

          

 

 

 
www.LouisianaWatercolorSociety.org  


